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Ayer’s Agus Cura is warraated to care
all cases of malarin Bold by druggisis
Prxno, $L
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CGON after Mr. Vin-
§ cent  had taken
the lead in the
eriminal  fovesti-
gation depart-
ment of the Eago-
1ish poliee chief
qunriers be called
me into his office.

“Jarnold,” said
he, do you happen to know this place
ut 2ll” handing me a slip of news-
baper.

It wwas am auctiomeer’s advertise-
ment. “Ap old-fashioned famuly res-
idence, commanding extensive views,”
ete. .

*Oh, yes, sir. I have lived in Not-
tingham.™ I answered. “That's one
of the haunted houses in that neigh-
borhood. My Iandlady c¢ould have
talked a year abont it. It incloses re-
mains of & very old building.™

“Very good. In fact. Van Tornow
end :Pmttywe both said you kuew
those parts Well the family, in-
timate frienda of ours, cannot sell
the property, and as the Little pe-
culiarities of the ghosts yon have
been told about verge on larceny, |
think you may as well combine your
Angust onting wilh a stroke of busi-
ness that way.”

“Nery well, sir. ™

That was enough for me. I ran
down by the night traim and went
over in the morning to the cottage in
Bherwood forest, where | bad form-
erly lodged AL the first mention of
Mrae Wingood
chattered as volubly as ever. The
ghost had not been lsid by the dem-
olition of the bullkk of ithe antigue
structure, bnt perambuolated the pew
house apd grounds. Vexed at its old
it revenged
itself by tormenting the guests, and
huad taken away articles of jewelry
from several sleeping rooms, not
even sparing the Countess Mussarens,
who had been given the grand old
bedehamber where James [. had been
welcomedd

I went back to the town and saw
the family solicitor. The articleslost
by wisitars up to the latest and mast
anportant disnppesrance of Lady
Massarene's casket had vol been seen
by pawnbrokers'. The police told me
that they had not eome upon them, I
could answer for Loadon's and Van
Tornow had iovestigated Dolland and
Hamburg. '

I remarked 1o the lawyer **that the
thefis have been perpetrated by some
one who does not need monsy or who
is upable to dispose of his plunder
from being green to the job.”

"With s letter from Mr. Waschager
to Mr. Gunthorpe to blind the servants
to my¥y true position, 1 drove over to
the house. ,

It was very large since the thick
walls of the eastle had been pre-
served, though the tower and ram- |
parts had been destroved. I doubt
ot that the Sherwood forest robbers
bad held it even ngainst forces from
the town and Nottingham eastla.
The latter commanded it with modern
artiliery, bat iz its days of glory

P 2
-~ -z':l . : ,;

\

!

I WOKE UP WITil A START. |

it would have mocked av its
brass o & There was & mosat
with running water, In which m:m[

eculd fish out of the bedroom window,
while the rabbits, always plentiful
hareabouts, scemed showered over the |
enpecions park, which merged into |
the forest itself |
Mr. Gunthorpe was n hearty old

 gentleman, & little bluff at first, with
|,bowed shonlders, but alert snder his

gray hain, His mother seemed quite
as= Hkely woutlive bim as his recently
wedded wife, & town lady who had
evidently been made nefvous by the
mysterions purloinings, Mr. Gun-
thorpe was good enourh to introduce
me asa friend of Waschager. and a
gentleman conneeted with the law.
I was rather timid at first, till [ felt
my head, but bless you, the sirange
robberies had frightened away these |
rich friends, and the twenty people
in the large reception room were such
as had nothing to lose and went to
bed with sheir watches under their
pill wa I kept quier, but [ was us
much at Home as those who had been
staying a whole wesk. |
They were rather jolly, and indeed
were having a rare laugh at Mrs
Gunthorpe, senior, for harving mis
tnken the wooden etffigy of Eobin:
Hood in the principal bedroom for n
living man and spoken of it There
were others than I who had never '
ween it, and so | had no nesd to sug- |
gest that we should huve 2 peep atiL |
It wvas really o clever thing to hava
been carverd in t mes gone back. It
was cat ont of the oak agsinst which |
Bobin Hood bhad made hie last stand .

|
| sloth well represented by graiving |

| lilte & hermit in the

| torn with & companion.

|
water,

| stopped

Tto the legnl nuthorities He WES |'olenrn if anyous e Tuws bor o

slad in green, - the vexture »f the
the wood, quite lifesize, and on a low
pedestnl, like the Hgures of a wax-
work show. It was all painted up in
aatural colors. He had & bow and
s string of wire in his bands, and
tenned a trifle forward om it with a
sort of mogking smile. snd as he
laughed at the iden of his ever baing
captured. I have seen the same ex-
pression om mAany & saperior rogue.

I do not know that I examined the
statue more partienlarly than the
others, because I was studying their
faces and those of the butler and an-
other servant who had come along to
open the door. I fancled that Mr.
Butler gave a slight start when his
muster bade him prepare this room,
not for the persons of guality who
were of the party, but for plain Mr
Grograio. as I was spnounnced to be.
Mr. Batler was veryassiduons toward
me at dinoer, if not rersonally, by
orderidfi the footmen not to negleect
me. and, if I had not been on my dig-
nity, I saw that he would have liked
me to have shared s bottle with him
in his own room.

However, I lay down that night in
the huge room to refieet over the
legend., snd whether, as 1 had the
impression from the start, it was nov

time. The bLig bed was very com-
fortable, and cajoled ona off to sleep
as if he had been given a soothing

| Sigure.

turbed. "
He returned simultansous)
the servant and his tray of
woast, anchovy and aggs, with as
more deplorabie look
! Pantler, the butler, wwas o
mnd his wife was sure ths g
Robin Hood hnd lpl!’il\: 1 her
denr John sway.
I remembered the nooturts
sions, the one that had b
| the twang of the bowstriug
gnid when the footman with
| I wounld oot liks you
me, sir, bat the key to the m
| lteld, I min confident, by this g
monster in Ldoeolu grean
SER? astounded as if I Lo
posed cutting his grandfathe:
trait into whip soappers
*"There is a hole in the wall «
somewhere, hers or the
handle to the trap or pao:s
And the wmuachivers
actunl use, for 1 should have

| the creak If It was let got rusd

l
:

, Bund.

felt the thiog =il over
sovhing, though, llke
boss' puzzler, sir, that
“Pearme! Bless asl”
bing hi=s chin ia the hollow
“Thhe eyes don't
they?"as i It mnde any 4

& Boss
s what

At hai

' whether thay did or not
related to the thefts of the present .

syrup. Still T had time to refect on |
;

the legend told me.

In the days of thas foresters of
Sherwood, the owner of Leebing
castie, who lived oo bad terms with
the greenwond rovers, from his cher-
ishing his deer as private property,
was informed by a warden that 5 mdn
in the hateful green of the venison
stealers had been prowling around
#ll the morning and was suspected by
the sentinel of having eclimbed in at
a window. My lord bmd his own
opinion of the objeet of his visitor's
call. and when he saw his voung and
beantiful danghter confusad ar his
question. he had simply felled her to
the gronnd—brate that he wias—and
rushed, fonming at the mouth and
with sword
over the castle, erying out: ““‘Flame
and faggot for the deer’ stealers!”
But the follower of the free wood-

“More lilte the hands ™ !
ont, econjecturally, ‘Do yr
mean the bow! 1'll have & guod
at the bow, anyway!"”

Yon are welcome not to b
but when I put ooe hand to @
and the other to the wire ¢
piilled at the first while a-po
the other they bowed Apar

| s the bow ends eame down Lhe

bent in the middle and 4dqcl
hesd aod shouwlders-as if 1o
back for leapfrog.

“And, sir." I said, *'if yo

your eyes yonder you'll ses 1

| bow has done the trick.”

and dagger drawn, all |

men was not to be found, and what |

made the sting of defeat for lcesner,
wien the lord returned to torture his
danghter into a revelation shée had
vanished like s speetre. Then, only
then, he remembered that the monks
had talked of & seeret cell, where
their prior had hidden from an ances
tor of his. He ordersd eclossa guard
withont and within snd rode over to
the priory. But the monlks pretended
toignerance. and he went home mora
furions than evar. For days he lived
roomy where ha
had Inst s=en his child, sleaping with
drawn sword between two wolf dogs,
Lt bhis watch resalted in nothing.
Isabel zod the yvoung forester were
udver Séan More,

Dreamiog Is something | sam not
given to unless I have not had my reg-
nlar g0’ at tobaceo. I certainly had
smolied A couple of cigars—very fine
—but I longed for s pipe. That mada
me restless, and I had the duliest
serving up of my thoughts — faces
that I had got seen for twenty years,
and those of the Iast day—a jumble
so that I hardly knew where I was
spending the mnight [ darssay I was
tired, tor. Anyhow, I remember jost
as 1 had reasoned ount that, as the
house walls were Identical with those
of the old eastle. there might still ex-
ist the secret hole, I heard a twang
like 8 bow string let go after a lusty
pull. I am mnot sure I wolte, but fancy
1 reecalled a kind of human figure in
light colors cross the room aond re-
There was
& jingle, as of coin, and I went off Lo
sieep again, sound as a stone So |
thoughts But [ woke up with s star,
cold as if I had been plunged in jc:
and then I was out of thae
clothes, standing beside Robin Hood,
1 rubbed my eyes, for the scoundrel
=remed to De nodding to me for s mo-
ment Bsnd grinning, and [ conid
swenr the bowstring was vibrating,
brat. of ocourse;, the moment 1
put my fingsr and thumb to it that
the thrilik 1 walked nll
nround It in the dark. Then I lit the
candle, and made & thorvough search
of the room. But the wainscoping had
been painted and varaished in these
five years, and there was not a oraci
that I could decide to be = panel [
lost my temper nt being so0 baflled
when [ was confident of heingon the
right track, and stamped my foot
The goud old oaken plank vielded pot
aiot o my rage, but [ heard some
thing like the clash of metal in the
direction of the statue. 1ram over to
it end gave it a shake. I might as
well have worked with the giant ouk
it was hewn from. Nothing gave
way, thoagh I believed thers was an
echo of the metallie sound, within or
below. 1 kmocked on the wood in =nll
parts with the massive extinguisher
of the eandlestick, but it did not seem
bollow.

I sat down on the table, swinging
my legs as I reflected, wrapped up in
the eoveries till morning, only re-
moving my gaze from the statoe Lo

. soratinize the room Nr: Guosthorpe

fonnd me there when hs came, in an-
ticipation of the servant's ecall to
breakfast. His was not a house for
gongs or bells. He was too agitated
to notice my curious position.

“Mr. Brooker, the short gentleman
with red whiskers,' cried Lhe, “has
been robbed of his pocket book in the
pight. What on ‘earth am [ to do
with this depredation going on, sir?"

He fairly wrung his hands io de-
spair, as if he had lost all hope now
that the Iondomn detective had not
been his palladium.

“*Will you plesse leave ma here?
Send me mennwhile, and

A vard square pamel of the
scotting hnd alid right down bie
flnor lavel. clean ms o whisti
ran up snd looked down |
vasy jump, aod & candle bos
there for a step. The cell i
large as you econld glve n pro
concert in, but it would hold =»
Eambert withont
tight. There was n very |
tion aof empty sardine boses
Ameriean provision tion,
that good liviog doss it
the length of your dining tali
the birds hatl flown, The
or three jﬂ.‘“‘t‘! [i= 1238 Sty
under my faet when I stepp

squerzin

Therd wag a puffl of cold el
*“Thers isanother opening
““Fou may ocome down an

around for the skeleton of yous
great-granidfather; if you
nettled by his still loolking

| of & heap. and thix was n

|
|

wonderful, after all I nm
push straight ot and see
business comes out.”

I nearly broke neek
down some steps ths
after that it was smooth serlln
the openair. It swvas not int
thit we were to overtake (b
and & young woman who
by helping him to )
stoal, and thea took cars of th
erly which he sataole from
They had manszed it nest
she was afraid to tackle the
the Robin Hood rooms
the door to et him in; or
robbed the tenuant of
ber, she likawise oprned the
his phassing the goods o Le
receptacie. For emntion s
dwell there as long as pons
out chnnge Linckily for thi
tha precions pair had Intor
elope with their spoli when o

my
18]

redudcs LY

she wo
&

Anutner

and nearly all the valuables
recovered, and qgmbe a =h
mads in the justices’ privales
the town hbhall Mr. Pl
“nailed™ at Darby alisa

dona. The trinl wias Lriashed the

withoot maore eyvidanoe than
to eonviet. as Laily Massa
watnt any parade made over )
The hole in the svall was #
Master Hobin was pol
dens whea Mr. Gunthorps

oDk ‘o

cently, apd his still youuy
had a gas tube stuck In
poacher’s hana insiead of

which I hed pulled to good

Animals Prediet Ilanger.

If men were not too proal
from animals they might be
of many dangers. It wan not
severil days before the tercinl
quuke ig the Riviera s few ¥
that the horses o that d
very sirangely Thevy
suddenly. and for no
world tremble violently from
foot When tne dUsaster cnn
who bad notical the te
muls concluaed that they
henrd sublercanean noisces o
trembling of the carth
men had not peresived it It
been stated that the birds
from Homburg a few days
the cholera epidemie In that
yoars ago, and it is supposed
found the nir pestilentia

appnre -

TTror

Testing Lhe (Jantity of so U oo

“The best way Lo tent the
an umbrella,” obscerved
‘s Lo use it for o walking
planik sidewnile. If the nmb
ot worth carrying hom
entch between the planis
fairly good it will eateh ocon
and break whero it caa e m
L it is extra good, it will
three places and the jagged e
sticlk chrough the cover.”™’

.-y 1

Wisae Llttle Muary.
Lattle Mary was overheard
tn hersaif:
s For your sonl so pure std s
Makos my bappluess comoler
And I wander ut your fesi,
Sweet Marle

ur wonder wnatl was

witn her fesl. aavway."




